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Pr 03 Tell us all a story
MEDIA INFORMATION

February 2011 
Switch off the TV and explore the past with Modern History 
To celebrate National Storytelling Week, Modern History is challenging kids to switch off the TV and explore some the region’s top historic attractions including the People’s History Museum to find out what life was like in the past and be in with a chance to win some top prizes.

The North West is packed full of stories of our exciting and interesting heritage and with half- term just a few weeks away we want your children to tell us their stories. Simply take the family along to one of a host of attractions open across the region and get your kids to write up the story of their day out to be in with a chance of winning a video camera or Horrible Histories books and DVDs

As the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, the North West was home to events which shook the world and saw the rise and spread of factories, mills, railways, canals and steam engines.  There were also great advances in science and the arts and campaigns for social change such as the introduction of votes for women were in full swing.

Katy Archer, Director at the People’s History Museum said: “The Industrial Revolution was a period of great change and huge advances, but it was also the story of the millions of people who lived and worked through those times. Without the working people who were prepared to campaign for better working conditions, change and the right to vote, there would have been no Industrial Revolution nor would we have the rights we have today, so come and find out about the past and have some fun at the same time.” 

The stories can be a straightforward review of the attraction – or kids can let their imaginations run riot and tell us how they think the children of the industrial revolution may have lived back in the 1800’s. Did they go to school, what were their clothes like?  How different was their life to yours?
Special events set to take place at the People’s History Museum during the half term break include
Sat 23 October – Mon 2 May 2011
Changing Exhibition Gallery: Death and the Working Class
This exhibition looks at the enormous changes in perceptions of death and funeral customs over the last 200 years. Fascinating collections from working people’s organisations illustrate the world of ‘the good send off’. Supported by The Co-operative Funeralcare.

Sat 15 January – Sun 27 February
Community Gallery: Voices
In 1937 Humphrey Spender began photographing Worktown (Bolton) for Mass Observation - the foundation for the development of British social documentary photography. Graduates from the Documentary Photography MA course at The University of Bolton explore the capabilities of social documentary photography by engaging with some of the important social issues in current society.

Sat 19 February – Sun 6 March
Come and help us celebrate our first birthday in our iconic new building, by taking part in some birthday themed events for all ages to enjoy.  Have a go exploring the museum with our ‘Firsts’ trail and win a limited edition prize, get creative at our birthday craft table and try some delicious birthday cakes in the cafe.

 
Mon 21 February
Living History performance: Read All About It! – Papers, Protest and Peterloo
Discover the headlines behind Peterloo, cotton mills, child labour and the right to vote with Bronterre O’Brien.

Family Friendly activity. Suitable for over 7s to adults. 

No booking required. 

Free.

1.30pm – 2.15pm

Tues 22 February

The Little People’s History Museum – Beeing Special
Follow Little Bee’s adventures to find out why he became the hero of Victorian Manchester. 
Family Friendly activity. Suitable for under 5s and their grown ups. 
Booking required. 
£1.
11.00am – 12.00pm

Wed 23 February
Sew a sampler book mark
Learn about the memorial samplers shown in Death and the Working Class and sew your own mini sampler bookmark.

Family Friendly activity. Suitable for over 7s to adults. 

No booking required. 

£1.50.

1.30pm – 3.30pm
Other free, family attractions well worth a trip this half term include Helmshore Mills Textile Museum and The Harris Museum & Art Gallery in Lancashire, Quarry Bank Mill near Wilmslow, Bolton Museum, Aquarium and Archive, Tatton Park near Knutsford, Salford Museum & Art Gallery, MOSI - Museum of Science and Industry and The Silk Museum in Macclesfield. 
For a full list of all the venues and to find out more visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
The competition is open to children aged between 5 and 12 and there are two categories 5 to 8 and 9 to 12, the winner of each will receive a video camera so they can tell their own stories while runners up will receive Horrible History books and DVDs. 
The competition is open until February 28th and all entries should be sent through to the following email address: tellyourstory@modernhistory.co.uk.
-ENDS-

Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor.   It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Visit Chester and Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 
For full competition terms and conditions please visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
For media information please contact:

Amaze PR, Number One First Street, Manchester, M15 4FN

Karen Winstanley k.winstanley@amaze.com 
(t) 0161 242 5667 / (m) 07827 277 616
Dan McMullan      d.mcmullan@amaze.com            
(t) 0161 242 5669 / (m) 07799 667 416
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]