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Pr 02 Germany and the north west connection
MEDIA INFORMATION

January 2011 
The Industrial Revolution and Germanchester 
With the launch of new low-cost flights between Cologne Bonn and Manchester Airport, there has never been a better time to explore the historic links - forged more than 200 years ago during the steam and upheaval of the Industrial Revolution - between England’s North West and Germany.
The Industrial Revolution began in England’s North West and brought about huge changes in the way people lived and worked, where they lived and the ways in which goods were produced. Railways spread, canals were built, factories were set up and inventions such as steam engines and the Spinning Mule revolutionised industry and mechanised production.
The region, which welcomes thousands of visitors from Germany every year, is home to the highest mountain and largest lake in England, the major cities of Manchester and Liverpool, the stunning landscapes of the Lake District, the rolling hills of Lancashire and the winding country lanes of the Cheshire Plain. 

But while the Industrial Revolution started in the North West, it soon spread to mainland Europe and by 1809 part of the Ruhr Valley in Westphalia was actually nicknamed Miniature England because of its similarities to industrial areas of the North West.  Eventually Prussia became one of the wealthiest countries in the world and by 1900 a united Germany had become more productive than Great Britain. 

Emma Fox, Manchester Tourist Guide said: “The North West and Germany share a strong history and tradition of engineering, manufacturing and heavy industry as well as the thousands of stories of the hard working people who helped bring industrialisation about.

“In the North West you can explore the canals which were built to transport goods, the many museums which house memories and artifacts of the Industrial Revolution and even visit working cotton mills, such as Quarry Bank Mill where men women and children toiled for long hours in those early days of industry.” 
Greater Manchester was also where author and founding father of Communism - Fredrich Engels, lived and worked for much of his life and it was his experiences here which inspired much of his thinking and writing. His famous book ‘The Conditions of the Working Class in England’ was based on his experiences in the area and also where he carried out his research into the wretched lives of the poor mill and factory workers who had flocked to the area during the Industrial Revolution.
In fact it was 22-year-old Engel’s journey to Manchester in 1842, which first brought him into contact with Karl Marx, and while they didn’t get on at first, a lifelong friendship developed and after many meetings in Manchester this friendship led to the creation of the Communist Manifesto. In later years Engels remained in Manchester working at his father’s mill to support Marx as he wrote Das Kapital. 

To celebrate this important part of the region’s history, special accompanied walking tours take place  exploring the influential and controversial lives of cultural, political, and sporting Manchester-based Germans, including Engels. 
Just some of the great attractions in the region where you can find out more about the Industrial Revolution include: MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry), The People’s History Museum, Quarry Bank Mill, Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, Anderton Boat Lift, Honister Slate Mine, Bolton Museum Aquarium and Archive and Blackwell The Arts & Crafts House.  

To find out more visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
-ENDS-

Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor.   It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Visit Chester and Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.
ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 
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