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June 2011
TAKE A SCHOOL TRIP TO A MODERN HISTORY ATTRACTION, AND BE IN WITH A CHANCE OF WINNING £500 WORTH OF EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR SCHOOL
In its mission to get kids excited about history, Modern History has developed a pack of Top Trumps playing cards which feature the faces and places of the Industrial Revolution in the region. 1,000 North West schools have been sent a pack of the special edition cards, along with a free education resource – to encourage learning of the industrial era in a fun and engaging way.

To be in with a chance of winning a top prize, schools are also being invited to take a school trip to one of Modern History’s attractions across the region, to experience the Industrial Revolution first-hand. Pupils will be able to take a step back in time at one of the 100-plus attractions on offer – from getting a glimpse of the Engine Hall at the People’s History Museum, to watching live machinery demonstrations of famous inventions at Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, to visiting the oldest passenger railway station in the world at the recently redeveloped MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry). 
And the learning doesn’t stop there. Modern History is encouraging pupils to take part in their very own history project afterwards – by creating first-hand accounts of their school trip, whether that be in the form of a news report, a short video or written from the viewpoint of a famous historical figure. Students will then be entered into a prize draw to win £500-worth of equipment for their school, with the best entries featuring on the Modern History website.
Lisa Houghton, marketing manager at Modern History, says, “The Industrial Revolution was such a pivotal time in our history, and really shaped our country as we know it today. The education pack we’ve created includes cross-curricular activities and warm up games to encourage learning. By combining this with a much-loved card game, detailing interesting facts and figures about landmarks and historical figures of the industrial era – we’re hoping to help teachers to get their classes inspired about our cultural heritage, in a fun and interactive way.”

For more details on this competition, a full list of Modern History venues, and to download the free Top Trumps teaching pack, visit www.modernhistory.co.uk/site/education
Ends

Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor. It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Marketing Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 
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