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HIT THE HARD TIMES TRAIL WITH MODERN HISTORY

EXPERIENCE THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF DICKENS’ CLASSIC NOVEL

Seen the new, sell-out production the Library Theatre’s Hard Times and fancy experiencing first-hand the sights and sounds that inspired Charles Dickens’ original novel?  Then it’s time to hit Modern History’s Hard Times Trail, which takes in some of the North West’s most fascinating museums and attractions.
Meet the Workers

The roots of Dickens’ Coketown lay in the boom towns of Manchester and Preston, and in the clattering cotton mills of Lancashire.  Discover the ghosts of Stephen Blackpool and his fellow workers at Queen Street Mill Textile Museum in Burnley, the world’s only surviving nineteenth century steam-powered engine mill.  
Find out more about cotton cloth production and gain an exciting insight into the lives of those who powered the factory.
The museum is open Tuesday to Saturday, between 12 noon and 5pm. 
Take Heed of Mr Gradgrind

The thirst for cold, hard facts – much beloved of Mr Gradgrind – can be satisfied at The Apprentice House at Quarry Bank Mill in Styal, where it’s possible to experience a taste of life in Mr M’Coakumchild’s school room.

The home to hundreds of child millworkers employed by Samuel Greg at his cotton mill, find out more about the lessons the children would have learnt, as well as the type of work they would have undertaken and the food they would have eaten.
Quarry Bank Mill is open daily between 11am and 5pm. 

Escape to the Country

Dickens’ visits to the Lake District were well documented, and while the North West’s towns and cities have changed beyond recognition, the Cumbrian scenery remains as magnificent now as it was in Dickens’ time. 
Take in the vistas he would have enjoyed, while stepping back in time with a visit to Blackwell The Arts & Crafts House, a masterpiece of the Arts and Crafts Movement that sprang up in defiance of industrialisation.
This stunning property at Bowness-on-Windermere is open to the public daily between 10.30am and 5pm.  

For further information about these and other Modern History attractions and museums, visit www.modernhistory.co.uk.
Ends

For further press information, contact Alexandra Clough or Emma Lambert at Amaze PR on 0161 242 5650 or email a.clough@amaze.com.
Notes to editor

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor. It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Marketing Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the North West. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the North West is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk.
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