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HARD TIMES FOR MODERN HISTORY

Modern History is proud to announce its support for the Library Theatre’s innovative production of Hard Times, which is to be staged at Murrays’ Mill in Ancoats, Manchester, between 8 June and 2 July.
The Modern History programme, which promotes over 100 industrial heritage museums and attractions in the North West, has partnered with the Library Theatre to help with funding to enhance the marketing activity around the Charles Way adaptation of the Charles Dickens’ classic.

Lisa Houghton, marketing manager at Modern History, comments:  “One of Modern History’s main aims is to help bring the legacy of the North West’s industrial heritage to life in a contemporary and compelling way.  The Library Theatre’s dramatisation of Hard Times promises to be a very powerful means of doing this and, as such, proved a brilliant partnership opportunity for both parties.  We’re only too happy to work together on this project.”
She continues:  “The staging and promenade nature of the production are set to give a real insight into what life must have been like for the North West’s factory workers, and also get the theatre goers thinking about how our industrial past still impacts our day-to-day lives.  We hope - having enjoyed such a gripping production – that they will be keen to find out more by visiting some of the fascinating attractions and museums in our region.”
To help the audience learn more the North West’s industrial past, Modern History has created a special Z card, which will be given out at the performances and highlight some of the venues that will further bring the story of Hard Times to life - from the weaving sheds at Queen Street Mill Textile Museum in Burnley to Blackwell, The Arts & Crafts House, in Bowness-on-Windermere, a masterpiece of the Arts and Crafts Movement that sprang up in defiance of industrialisation.  
For further information about the Library Theatre’s production of Hard Times, visit www.librarytheatre.com, while more information about Modern History and its attractions and museums can be found by visiting www.modernhistory.co.uk.  

Ends 
For further press information, contact Alexandra Clough or Emma Lambert at Amaze PR on 0161 242 5650 or email a.clough@amaze.com.
Notes to editor

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor. It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Marketing Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the North West. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the North West is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk.
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