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May 2011 
BARNEY HARWOOD CALLS FOR TOP TRUMPS FANS AT HELMSHORE MILLS TEXTILE MUSEUM
Top children’s TV presenter Barney Harwood will be hosting a Top Trumps Tournament at Helmshore Mills Textile Museum on Wednesday 1 June and is looking for kids to join him for some half term fun.

Designed to bring a sense of fun to the faces and places of the Industrial Revolution, the tournament will be played using special edition Modern History Greats Top Trumps cards, which feature the award winning Holcombe Road attraction itself, and look at the biggest and best inventions and legacies from the North West.
Lancashire-born TV presenter, Barney Harwood, who will be hosting the event and meeting fans, said:  “The industrial revolution was a time of noise, fire, explosions, adventure and innovation – exciting stuff that the brilliant museums and attractions in the North West really bring to life.  There’s just so much history up here to find out about, and it’s great that kids can see not only what life was like back then but also how it affects the way we still live today.” 
He continues:  “This tournament is a great place to start learning more and have some fun.  I can’t wait to meet our winner and maybe even play a few games myself!” 

Up to thirty six players, aged between 7 and 11, can take part in the tournament, which will take place on Wednesday 1 June between 3pm and 5pm.  Places will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served basis’, with registration open from 2pm.  The lucky tournament winner will scoop a Top Trumps Tournament set, a goodie bag and an Xplorer family and friends multipass – giving access to museums, while everyone who takes part will get a set of the special edition Modern History Greats Top Trumps cards. 

As well as the chance to meet Barney Harwood, families will be able to enjoy exciting live demonstrations, see first-hand the mighty waterwheel and textile treasures from famous inventors, and also learn more about Lancashire’s unique role in the Industrial Revolution. 
Lisa Houghton, marketing manager of the Modern History programme, which promotes over 100 of the region’s leading industrial heritage attractions, adds: “With all Helmshore Mills Textile Museum has to offer – plus the added excitement of Barney’s visit and the Top Trumps tournament, this promises to be a great day of half term fun for local families, and we’re looking forward to welcoming visitors new and old.”

Families not able to make the Tournament can still claim their free pack of Modern History Greats Top Trumps cards by downloading a Modern History Discovery Pass and having it stamped at three of the 100 plus venues across the North West.

For more information about the tournament, the Modern History Discovery Pass or to discover more about the region’s Modern History attractions, including MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry), People’s History Museum, Quarry Bank Mill and the Anderton Boat Lift, visit www.modernhistory.co.uk. 
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Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor. It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Marketing Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 
Helmshore Mills Textile Museum is at Holcombe Road, Helmshore, BB4 4NP and contacted on 01706 226 459.

For full competition terms and conditions please visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
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