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MEDIA INFORMATION – NW travel/ days out press
May 2011 
A WINNING DAY OUT: TOP TRUMPS FUN THIS HALF TERM
For something fun to do with the kids this half term, check out the Modern History museums and attractions across the region.  Not only is there chance to take part in a cool Top Trumps tournament (Wednesday 1 June) hosted by children’s TV presenter, Barney Harwood, but families visiting three of the attractions can also claim their very own set of Top Trumps cards.

Designed to bring a sense of fun to the faces and places of the Industrial Revolution, the tournaments – using special edition Modern History Greats Top Trumps cards – will take place at the People’s History Museum in Manchester and Helmshore Mills Textile Museum in Rossendale.

Blackpool-born TV presenter, Barney Harwood, who is hosting the events, said:  “The industrial revolution was a time of noise, fire, explosions, adventure and innovation – exciting stuff that the brilliant museums and attractions in the North West really bring to life.  There’s just so much history up here to find out about, and it’s great that kids can see not only what life was like back then but also how it affects the way we still live today.” 
Up to thirty six players, aged between 7 and 11, can take part in each tournament, with places allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis on the day of the event.  The tournament at the People’s History Museum takes place from 11am – 1pm, with children able to register from 10am; while the Helmshore Mills Textile Museum tournament will happen between 3pm – 5pm, with registration open from 2pm.  

As well as the chance to meet Barney Harwood, families will be able to explore the exciting exhibitions at both venues, which include the Engine Hall and a host of fascinating galleries at the People’s History Museum; and live demonstrations and textile machinery treasures from famous inventors at Helmshore Mills Textile Museum.

To take advantage of some great money saving offers at these and other venues in the North West, families can download a Modern History Discovery Pass.  Those who have their pass stamped at three of the 100 plus venues will then be eligible to send off for their very own special edition Modern History Greats Top Trumps cards.

For more information about the tournaments, directions to the venues or to download a free Discovery Pass, visit www.modernhistory.co.uk. 
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Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor. It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Marketing Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 
People’s History Museum can be found at Left Bank, Spinningfields, M3 3ER and contacted on 0161 838 9190, while Helmshore Mills Textile Museum is at Holcombe Road, Helmshore, BB4 4NP and contacted on 01706 226 459.

For full competition terms and conditions please visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
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