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MEDIA INFORMATION

February 2011 
Does your family tree have its roots in the Industrial Revolution?

With a new series of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ airing on NBC, there has never been a better time to lift the lid on your own family’s history and take a trip to England’s North West to explore the home of the Industrial Revolution.   

Liverpool born Sex and the City star, Kim Cattrall, recently returned to the area to shake her own family tree and take a look into her own family’s history and came away with some incredible stories – and if your own family tree has roots in the North West there’s a wealth of things to see, do and discover. 

The region, once famed for its revolutionaries and visionaries, was at the very centre of the Industrial Revolution – a time which shook the entire world and led to the spread of modern industry, railroads, canals, cotton weaving mills and great advances in science, arts and social reform such as votes for women.

Professor Hannah Barker of the University of Manchester said: “The Industrial Revolution marked a turning point in world history. Inventions and innovations such as railroads and canals transformed the ways in which products and people moved around, whilst automated machinery, steam engines and factories profoundly altered not only how goods were made, but also the lives of those who made them. The concept of going out to work was born and cities quickly grew as people flocked to make their fortunes.

“But, the story of the Industrial Revolution is also the story of the millions of people who lived and worked through those times: the men, women and children who worked in dreadful conditions in the mills and factories, who dug for coal and built the railroads and canals. 

“It’s also about the entrepreneurs who invented the factory system, the visionaries who forged new ideas, the social campaigners who wanted to improve the lives of the working classes and the women who fought for the right to vote.” 

Without all these people there would have been no Industrial Revolution, it is their story we want to tell and you can find out all about it here in the North West of England. The region, which welcomes thousands of visitors from the USA every year, is home to the highest mountain and largest lake in England, the major cities of Manchester and Liverpool, the stunning landscapes of the Lake District, the rolling hills of Lancashire and the winding country lanes of the Cheshire Plain. 

Strong links to the USA were forged hundreds of years ago around the supply of raw cotton to the mills of Lancashire and with more than 900,000 people from England living in the USA by 1890 you may find you have links to the region yourself.

Between 1760 and 1840, many of the foundation stones of the modern world were forged, from canals to railroads, from mills to museums, from cities to villages, here is a grand story of great industrial development and lasting cultural wealth.
Just some of the great attractions on offer in the region where you can find out more about the Industrial Revolution include MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry), The People’s History Museum, Quarry Bank Mill, Anderton Boat Lift, Honister Slate Mine and Blackwell The Arts & Crafts House.  

To find out more visit www.modernhistory.co.uk
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Notes to editors:

Modern History is an ERDF funded marketing programme which promotes the industrial heritage of the North West in a contemporary and compelling way making it relevant to today’s visitor.   It is led by Visit Manchester – the tourist board for Greater Manchester and supported by the four other tourist boards in the region including Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, The Mersey Partnership, Visit Chester and Cheshire and Cumbria Tourism.

ERDF in the Northwest: The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a real difference to people and businesses in the Northwest. With €755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by supporting growth in enterprise and employment. ERDF in the Northwest is managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). For further information please visit www.erdfnw.co.uk 

For further media information please contact:

Amaze PR, Number One First Street, Manchester, M15 4FN

Karen Winstanley k.winstanley@amaze.com 
(t) 0161 242 5667 / (m) 07827 277 616
Dan McMullan      d.mcmullan@amaze.com            
(t) 0161 242 5669 / (m) 07799 667 416
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]